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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, LE, IS 

SUBJECT: FONMIN COMMENTS ON "DEFENSIBLE BORDERS" 

1 . ONLY OFFICIAL GOL REACTION TO DATE ON PRESIDENT CARTER S 
PRESS CONFERENCE STATEMENTS ON DEFENSE FRONTIERS HAS COME 
FROM FONMIN BOUTROS, SPEAKING TO JOURNALISTS MARCH 15, HE 
EXPRESSED BOTH CAUTION AND UNCERTAINTY. 

2. BOUTROS, ACCORDING TO L'ORIENT-LE JOUR AND BAYRAQ, 

MARCH 16, SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THE PRESIDENT'S STATE- 
MENT WAS A SERIOUS PROPOSAL OR "A PASSING NOTION, A WAY TO TEST 
OPINIONS, OR SOME OTHER METHOD IN USE IN WORLD DIPLOMACY." 

HE SAID HE HESITATED TO SPEAK OUT ON THE SUBJECT SINCE ARAB 
AMBASSADORS IN WASHINGTON HAD DECLARED THEMSELVES SATISFIED 
WITH US EXPLANATIONS OF THE PRESIDENT'S STATEMENT AND THEY 
SAW NO CHANGE IN BASIC US POLICY. HE THOUGHT THE VISITS OF 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PRESIDENT SADAT AND OTHER ARAB LEADERS TO WASHINGTON WOULD 
CLARIFY THE US POSITION. 

3. ON THE SUBSTANCE, BOUTROS SAID IT WAS A QUESTION IN HIS 
MIND WHETHER IT WAS POSSIBLE TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN "OFFICIAL 
FRONTIERS" AND DEFENSE FRONTIERS." COMMENT: HE DID NOT SAY 

SO, BUT FOR LEBANON THERE IS AUTOMATIC QUESTION AS TO WHETHER 
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ISRAEL WOULD PLACE ITS "DEFENSE FRONTIER" SOMEWHERE IN 
VICINITY OF LITANI RIVER. 

PARKER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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